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WASHINGTON (AP) — Here's one
point on which Democrats and Repub -
licans agree on health care: President
Barack Obama's much-touted tele -
vised summit has virtually no chance
of breaking the political logjam.

That means Democrats will be
forced to nd a way to pass an over -
haul on their own or face a huge politi -
cal defeat.

Lawmakers from both parties sug -
gested the Obama-hosted meeting
Thursday will amount to litle more
than political theater. No cracks
appeared in the GOP's overwhelm -
ing opposition to Democrats' efforts.
And both parties saw the president's
revised, far-reaching proposal, released
Monday, as a call for Democrats to try to
pass the legislation on their own under
Senate rules that would bar Republican
delaying tactics.

“We're happy to be there, but I'm
not quite sure what the purpose is,"
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McCon -
nell, R-Ky., said Tuesday of the daylong
summit. “It seems to me the president’s
already made up his mind.”

Underscoring his points, McCon -
nell invited some of Obama'’s sharpest
critics, including the 2008 GOP presi -
dential nominee, Sen. John McCain of
Avrizona, to join him. None of the GOP
moderates who have raised the pros -
pect of bipartisanship on health care,
such as New Hampshire Sen. Judd
Gregg or Maine Sen. Olympia Snowe,
were included.
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of GOP demands that they start from
scratch.

“This idea that we have to start with
a blank sheet of paper is ridiculous,”
said Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa.

That's not to say Thursday's six-
hour meeting will play no role in the
long-running health care debate. As
president, Obama is likely to domi -
nate, but Republicans hope to use the
session to criticize the Democratic
plan’s scope and cost, and to highlight
their more modest alternatives.

Democrats are almost certain to
portray the GOP alternatives as
imsy and unworkable. They hope
the session will embolden rank-and-
le Democratic lawmakers who face
re-election this fall amid worries that
public opposition to a full-scale over -
haul of health care could doom them.
Failing to pass a bill would be even
worse, party leaders say.

Barring an unlikely bipartisan
breakthrough, all but a handful of
Democrats’ votes will be needed to
pass the legislation under Senate
budget reconciliation rules, which
would disallow GOP libusters. Dem -
ocrats control 59 of the Senate’s 100
seats. But they lost their ability to
overcome Republican-led libusters

when GOP Sen. Scott Brown won a
seat in Massachusetts last month.
The reconciliation strategy would
require House Democrats to swallow
several objections and approve a bill
the Senate passed in December. Then
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WHISTLER, British Columbia (AP)
— Finally, the Bode Miller of old!

Pushing it too fast from the moment
he left the opening gate. Almost crash -
ing twice before nally hanging it up.

Then skiing away without so much
as a wave to the crowd, perhaps in
search of a cold one.

Had he done it last week in his rst
race in the mountains outside Vancouver,
we would have written him off as a party
animal who doesn't care about winning
one for the of red, white and blue.

Now about the worst thing that can
be said about him is that maybe he
isn't the greatest skier ever, after all.

A pocketful of Olympic medals can
sure change how we look at a guy.
Miller may not care a lot about them,
but we sure do.

“I don't really expect medals,” Miller
told The Associated Press after the
race, trying to explain for the hun -
dredth time why he is so ambiva -
lent about the baubles that make
other athletes so happy. “I like them.
They're ne.But | expect to rise to the
occasion.”

He didn't Tuesday at Whistler
Mountain, but he didn't really have
to. Any pressure Miller felt going into
these Olympics — assuming, that is,
that he ever felt any — dissipated
quickly when he won a medal of each
color in his rst three races.

That gave him ve medals in three
Olympics, the most for any U.S. Alpine
skier. That at least put him in the
conversation when the subject is the
greatest skiers ever.

And that stopped all the talk of
redemption for the disaster that for
Miller was Turin.

Or was that revenge?

“I got asked that— if | took revenge,”
Miller said the other day. “I was like,

‘I don’t know who you get revenge on.
Myself, maybe?™

If so, consider it done. Unlike the
constant analysis of his many faults
four years ago — hanging out in
bars until the wee hours of morning
seemed to be the biggest — Miller's
failure to make it down the moun -
tain in the giant slalom was forgotten
almost as quickly as he disappeared
after hooking a glove on a gate in the
second half of the course.

Sure, it could have been a historic
day because no man has ever collected
four Alpine medals at a single Olym -
pics. But a fourth straight medal was
always a long shot because Miller's
take-no-prisoners style is so ill-suited
to the giant slalom that he has yet to
nish a run this season.

“I'm taking more risk than every -
one else. That's partly why I'm able to
get medals,” Miller said. “It looks easy
when you make it. When you crash
like today, it's like ‘oh, huh?"

Indeed, Miller could have backed off
the gas, made it down the hill, and said
itwasn't his day. The course wasn't that
dif cult, as evidenced by the fact 89
of the 103 skiers made it to the nish
line upright in the rst run, including
a 51-year-old representing Mexico and
a skier from India who was 28 seconds
slower than the leaders.

But that's not how Miller races.
That's not who he is.

For a while, he wasn't even going
to come to these Olympics because
skiing just wasn't that much fun any -
more. Now that he's here, he's the
unlikely star of the games.
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